About RID

You have probably seen our members interpreting on political grandstands, in churches, in schools, on television, in courtrooms, in hospitals, in theaters, and any place where communication is vital. However, it wasn't always a commonplace occurrence.


The founding of RID was an unexpected outcome of a workshop held June 14-17, 1964, at Ball State Teachers College (Ball State University) in Muncie, Indiana. The purpose of the Workshop was to bring a more formal and structured foundation to the training of interpreters and to upgrade services and support offered to persons who are deaf. Lou Fant, biographer of RID's history wrote, "The interpreter scene prior to 1964 was so vastly different from that which exists today that it is a strain on the imagination to contemplate it ... We did not work as interpreters, but rather volunteered our services as our schedules permitted. If we received any compensation it was freely given and happily accepted, but not expected." Many of the participants, deaf and hearing, felt that the formalization of interpreting as a profession was an idea whose time had come. After a name change, incorporation in 1972, and various growing pains, RID continued its evolution into its present form.

RID has worked diligently to provide the "three Q's of interpreting: Quantity, Qualifications and Quality," namely, the RID Triad. RID's Triad is composed of:


Training for new and professional Interpreters through the Professional Development Committee (PDC), and the Certification Maintenance Program (CMP), and,

Continued certification through RID's National Testing System (NTS),

Self-regulation through a national Ethical Practices System (EPS).

In addition to originating and administering the National Testing System that certifies interpreters, RID also provides various support services to practicing interpreters, students of interpretation, and persons who share an active interest in the field of interpretation. Information on speakers, workshops, and classes are offered for the following: the American with Disabilities Act, the interpreting profession, Interpreter Preparation Programs, National Testing and Certification, Certification Maintenance Program for professional development, national Ethical Practices System, Testimony/Technical Assistance, Interpreter Referral Services, career opportunities, mentoring, internships, and scholarships to cover testing fees.

Contacting RID
You can write RID at: RID, Inc., 333 Commerce Street, Alexandria, VA 22314; or phone us at: 703/838-0030 V, 703/838-0459 TTY, 703/838-0454 FAX. E-mail addresses for individuals and departments are listed in the Board of Directors and National Office Staff sections on our Website.

Philosophy, Mission and Goal Statement

Philosophy Statement - The philosophy of RID is that excellence in the delivery of interpretation and transliteration services among people who are Deaf, or Hard of Hearing, and people who are hearing, will ensure effective communication. As the professional association for interpreters and transliterators, the RID serves as an essential arena for its members in their pursuit of excellence.

Mission Statement - It is the mission of the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, Inc., to provide international, national, regional, state, and local forums and an organizational structure for the continued growth and development of the professions of interpretation and transliteration of American Sign Language and English.

Goal Statement - It is the goal of RID to promote the profession of interpreting and transliterating American Sign Language and English.
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